Course Description — MA in English Literature

0202701 Research Methods in
Literary Studies

This 1s a practical study of research
techniques in preparation for thesis
writing. Students are trained in essential
concepts of research: problem
1dentification, review of literature,
constructing a research design and
formulation of hypotheses/objectives;
research methods and their application
to research (library, internet, and other
information resources, observational,
experimental): preparation of a research
proposal, data collection, data analysis
(sorting, displaying and description), the
research report format, principles of
scholarly writing of reports of findings,
making recommendations, and
documentation.
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0202702 Literary Criticism and
Theory

The goal of the course is to expand
students’ knowledge in literary theory
and to provide the vocabulary and
analytical tools for critical reading,
writing, and theorizing. The course
offers a history of literary criticism, with
an emphasis on the most prominent
theorists, texts, schools, and 1deas. The
course covers both the development of
critical theories of literature and the
more recent approaches, and covers
major writers such as Plato, Aristotle,
Augustine, Maimonides, Sidney, Kant,
Coleridge, Emerson, Marx, Freud, and
Nietzsche, as well as more current ideas
and debate, such as new historicism,
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ethnicity and race studies, feminist
theory, and postmodernism.

0202703 Comparative Literature
This course involves a study of the
theory of comparative literature, its
development, its major schools and
methods of research. Emphasis will be
placed on the changing nature of
comparative literature in an age of
globalization and multiculturalism.
Equal attention is given to the
interaction between cultural and literary
studies. Course work involves critical
studies of a selection from masterpieces
translated into English from German,
French, African, and Arabic literatures.
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0202704 British and American Novel
This course 1s based on the analytical
study of examples from the works of
some of the best-known twentieth
century novelists such as Fitzgerald,
Hemingway, Faulkner, Salinger, Capote,
Ellison, Baldwin, Pynchon and Morrison
among the Americans, Conrad, Forster,
Joyce, Golding, Woolf, Amis and
Lessing among the British and Mann,
Kafka, Proust, Malraux, Gorky,
Solzhenitsyn, Gordimer, and Marquez,
among the others. On finishing the
course, students are expected to gain a
thorough grounding in the key concepts
of modernism, modernity, and other
contemporary literary movements, be
introduced to key texts and paradigms
that shape conception of the novel from
the early twentieth century to the
present, and be able to analyse the
historical transformations of the British
and American novel from 1945, using
the contexts of post-war reconstruction,
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decolonization, the fate of avant-garde
art, and theories of postmodernity and
globalization.

0202709 Shakespeare

This course examines the principal plays
of Shakespeare. It engages students in
his timeless characters, his riveting
plots, and his universal human themes. It
introduces students to his principal
dramatic genres (history, comedy,
tragedy, and romance) and his
extraordinary dramatic poetry and
sonnets, and it investigates the historical
and social contexts in which he wrote,
placing emphasis on his innovations and
influence in the realms of language,
literature, and theater.
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0202710 American Literature

In this course, students are expected to
gain a rich understanding of the variety
and interconnections of American
writing, exploring major poetic,
fictional, non-fictional and dramatic
works. Students will read from the
cannon of American literature, as well
as texts that are topical and
contemporary.
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0202712 Modernism And
Postmodernism in_Literature

This course exposes students to some of
the classic works of twentieth-century
modernism and postmodernism and
considers them against social, cultural,
and historical backgrounds. Students in
the course work toward several goals,
like analyzing the language, structure,
and themes of fictional texts; explaining
the relationship between selected 20th-
century literary texts and the political,
social, historical and cultural contexts of
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their production, defining (and
recognizing the limits of defining)
literary modernism and postmodernism;
and developing as critical thinkers who
can formulate substantive arguments and
explore those arguments with evidence.
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0202714 Poetry

In this course, students study widely and
deeply in poetry and ideas from the
classical period to the present day. The
course also concentrates on the formal
and linguistic aspects of poetry on the
one hand, and its reflection of the social
and ideological issues, on the other
hand. Students are expected to be able to
recognize the different literary
movements and their influences on
modern poetry; analyze poems and
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discuss their elements; identify and w2 saill
discuss major poets and their works, and

discuss the socioeconomic, political, and

cultural contexts of the texts.

0202720 World Literature e )

In this course, students shall gain a
sound knowledge of the field of
literature and culture from across the
world. Students will also develop deep
insights into the cultural, social, and
historical contexts in which various
literary works have been written.
Further, they will acquire research skills
and improve their competence for
advanced research in the field.
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0202722 Feminism and Feminist
Literature

The course aims to acquaint the students
with the feminist theories which provide
a different angle to the thoughts and
perspectives. At the end of the course,
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students will be familiar with main
ideas, concepts, and concerns of
feminist literary theory. They will be
able to discuss these theories, raise
questions about them, and contextualize
them within larger historical, social and
cultural contexts. They will learn how to
analyze these theories in conversation as
well as in connection to a variety of
fictional texts. Finally, students will be
able to synthesize the ideas from the
course and present their own analytical
arguments in writing.
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0202724 Trends of Modernism and
Postmodernism in Literature

The aim of this course is to deepen
students' knowledge and understanding
of a) the major features of modernism
and postmodernism trends; b) various
theoretical frameworks, which have
been designed to explore them

and with the help of which students
could further explore the literary and
cultural phenomena and processes.
Modernist and postmodernist
movements in literature, art,
philosophy, and literary theory are
studied focusing on the main features of
(post)modernist poetics and on the
concepts proposed by and issues
discussed by the (post)modernist
theorists.
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0202730 Seminar in American and
English Literature

The goal of this course is to analyze
major American and English literature
with emphasis on genre, period, or
author to gain understanding of the
critical approaches necessary for a
thorough investigation of
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Literature. After having an overview of
American and English literature, its
central themes, literary periods, and key
artistic features, student are expected to
analyze literary texts in a variety of
genres, write an essay that makes
literary-critical arguments, and to
express themselves in appropriate
academic English.
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0202732 English Stylistics

This course offers an introduction to the
study of English literary stylistics. This
comprises three main activities:
identifying specific linguistic features,
analyzing these linguistically and
interpreting their communicative
function in the reading and
understanding of the text.

Stylistic features relating to the three
genres of poetic, narrative and dramatic
texts are introduced during the course.
For each genre, students study some of
the typical stylistic techniques
characterizing the genre and analyze a
number of texts demonstrating them.
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0202734 Eighteenth Century British
Literature

This course aims to give a broad
introduction to the literature and culture
of eighteenth-century Britain. Students
will read a roughly equal selection of
plays, novels, diaries, poems, and letters
organized into themes that capture
aspects of eighteenth-century life: the
rise of the novel, space and landscape,
satire, and objects and materials.
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0202740 Romanticism in the Victorian

Age
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Starting with the work of writers
inspired by the revolutionary fervor of
the late eighteenth century this course
examines English literature of the
Romantic and Victorian periods in their
cultural and historical contexts. Upon
completion of this course, students
should be able to 1. critically analyze the
principal characteristics of Romantic
and Victorian literatures, 2. Compare
and contrast, in a critical manner, the
ways in which male and female writers
responded to social and political
developments during the Romantic and
Victorian periods, 3. Critically assess
the concept of Romantic subjectivity
with reference to poetry and fiction, 4.
Critically examine the influence of the
Gothic in Romantic and Victorian texts.
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0202741 Cultural Studies

The course will focus on key thinkers in
Cultural Studies as well as the ways
identities are constructed and maintained
through everyday practices and
engagement with material culture. The
course content includes topics such as
fashion, taste, race, gender, film, music,
and the environment. Building on the
tradition that started in the United
Kingdom in the 1960s, this unit of study
will introduce students to the key
theories, concepts and methods of
Cultural Studies as a globally-relevant
discipline.
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0202742 Medieval Literature

This course introduces students to a
wide range of medieval literary,
medical, and natural philosophical texts,
with Geoffrey Chaucer primary focus. In
addition to recognizing and appreciating
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medieval (Middle English) forms and
genres, literary conventions and
strategies, themes, plots, and characters,
we will read a number of texts focused
on an often-confusing medieval “style of
thought”. This background information
will offer students a fuller understanding
of Chaucer’s legacy as well as help
students recognize and appreciate the
“medieval mind,” which began to
change during and after the renaissance.
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